name@prdailysun.net

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2009 13

PUERTO RICO DAILY SUN

Mini Almacenes taps into solar power for electricity

BY ZODET NEGRON
Of the Daily Sun staff
znegron@prdailysun.net

macenes recently completed the installation of the

first solar energy system certified by the Puerto Rico
Electric Power Administration in all three of its locations
at a cost of $7.1 million.

“Global warming is a scientifically proven fact and as a
company we believe it is part of our social responsibility
to look for natural energy sources that enable us to make
a contribution to the preservation of our natural re-
sources,” said Anthony Clementi, general manager of the
chain.

The system has a combined capacity to produce around
3250 kilowatts of alternate energy per day.

In the Caguas warehouse, the system has a capacity to
produce 150 kilowatts of direct energy that can be trans-
formed into an average of 613 kilowatts of alternate energy
per hour and inject it to the building’s energy system. It
consists of 627 solar panels of 224 watts each that cover
36,000 square feet of the roof. They generate 84 percent of
the energy consumed daily by he building.

Meanwhile, the system installed in Bayamoén has the
power to generate 200 kilowatts of direct current and con-
vert them into 968 kilowatts of alternate current per hour.
It covers an area of 16,317 square feet of the roof’s surface
and has 870 panels of 230 watts each.

The warehouse located at La Ceramica Industrial Sector
in Carolina has two systems that produce 95 percent of en-
ergy required by the building. The first system occupies
18,000 square feet and consists of 978 solar panels, while
the second system has 800 panels in an area of 16,000
square feet. The combination of both systems has the po-

I ocal self-storage company Mini Warehouse Al-

Courtesy
Mini Warehouse Almacenes in Caguas recently
installed 627 solar panels of 224 watts each that
cover 36,000 square feet of the roof to generate
its own electricity.

tential to generate approximately 1670 kilowatts per hour
per day.

“With this system, we have completed another phase of
the preservation initiatives we began with cardboard re-
cycling and rain water collection for the air conditioning
systems,” said Clementi. “Now with the generation of solar
energy we are contributing to improving the quality of life
in the communities in which we operate our businesses.”

The photovoltaic system has an educational compo-
nent, according to Clementi, for it will serve as a labora-
tory for researchers of renewable and solar energy who
wish to coordinate it with Mini Warehouse Almacenes.




